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“Hanuman Burns Down Lanka” 

 
 
Before departing from the Ashoka grove, Hanuman wanted Ravana to have a lesson for his 
misconduct. So he began to destroy the Ashoka grove by uprooting the trees. Soon the Rakshasa 
warriors came running to catch the monkey but were beaten up. The message reached Ravana. He 
was enraged. He asked Indrajit, his able son, to capture Hanuman. A fierce battle ensued and 
Hanuman was finally captured when Indrajit used the most powerful weapon, the Brahmastra 
missile. Hanuman was taken to Ravana's court and the captive stood in front of the king. 
 
Hanuman introduced himself as the messenger of Rama. "You have abducted the wife of my all 
powerful master, Lord Rama. If you want peace, return her with honour to my master or else, you 
and your kingdom will be destroyed." 
 
Ravana was wild with rage. He ordered to kill Hanuman instantly when his younger brother 
Vibhishana objected. "You cannot kill a king's envoy" said Vibhishana. Then Ravana ordered 
Hanuman's tail to be set on fire. 
 
The Rakshasa army took Hanuman outside the hall, while Hanuman increased his size and 
lengthened his tail. It was wrapped with rags and ropes and soaked in oil. He was then paraded 
through the streets of Lanka and a big mob followed to have fun. The tail was set on fire but because 
of his divine blessing Hanuman did not feel the heat. He soon shrank his size and shook off the ropes 
that bound him and escaped. Then, with the torch of his burning tail, he jumped from roof to roof to 
set the city of Lanka on fire. People began to run, creating chaos and hideous cries. Finally, Hanuman 
went to the sea shore and put off the fire in the sea water. The he began his homeward flight. 
 
When Hanuman joined the monkey army and narrated his experience, they all laughed. Soon the 
army returned to Kishkindha. 
 
Then Hanuman quickly went to Rama to give his first-hand account. He took out the jewel that Sita 
gave and placed it in Rama's hands. When Rama say the jewel, he burst into tears.  
 
He addressed Hanuman and said, "Hanuman! You have achieved what none else could. What can I 
do for you?" Hanuman prostrated before Rama and sought his divine blessing. 


