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“The Story of Surpanakha” 

 
When Bharata left, Rama went to visit Sage Agastha. Agastha asked Rama to move to Panchavati on 
the bank of Godavari River. It was a beautiful place. Rama planned to stay at Panchavati for some 
time. So, Lakshmana quickly put up an elegant hut and they all settled down. 
 
Surpanakha, the sister of Ravana, lived in Panchavati. Ravana was then the most powerful Asura king 
who lived in Lanka. One day Surpanakha happened to see Rama and instantly fell in love with him. 
She requested Rama to be her husband. 
 
Rama was amused, and smilingly said, "As you see I am already married. You can request Lakshmana. 
He is young, handsome and is alone without his wife." 
 
Surpanakha took Rama's word seriously and approached Lakshmana. Lakshmana said, "I am Rama's 
servant. You should marry my master and not me, the servant." 
 
Surpanakha got furious with the rejection and attacked Sita in order to devour her. Lakshmana 
swiftly intervened, and cut off her nose with his dagger.  
 
Surpanakha ran away with her bleeding nose, crying in pain, to seek help from her Asura brothers, 
Khara and Dushana. Both the brothers got red with anger and marched their army towards 
Panchavati. Rama and Lakshmana faced the Rakshasas and finally they were all killed. 
 
Surpanakha was terror stricken. She immediately flew to Lanka to seek her brother Ravana's 
protection. Ravana was outraged to see her sister mutilated. Surpanakha described all that 
happened. Ravana was interested when he heard that Sita is the most beautiful woman in the world, 
Ravana decided to abduct Sita. Rama loved Sita very much and could not live without her. 
 
 
 
This above version is rather short, and longer versions are available. You might wish to also consult: 
 
http://students.ou.edu/D/Cecilia.V.De-Ugarte-Cabrera-1/story2.html 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surpanakha 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surpanakha 
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